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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 30, 38 & 48 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter, 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. The claims contains subject matter that is in 
contradiction with the specification. The specification describes standalone machine 
that essentially be powered up and subsequently operate independently of any other 
system or network. However the claim contains subject matter related to a remote 
network to reconfigure the three displays. It does appear possible that a standalone 
gaming machine can be remotely reconfigured. To be remotely reconfigured, the 
gaming machine must be connected to the network - in which case they are no longer 
"standalone". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 30-45 and 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Marnell (US Patent No. 5,393,057) in view of Giobbi (of record). 

Claims 30, 38, and 48: Marnell discloses a stand-alone gaming machine (col. 
9:42-48), which includes multiple displays/screens displaying video content for a game 
of chance (col. 4: 17-29), as well as a display for displaying the jackpot or potential 
winning payout (figure 3, element 49b, which is a display connected to the processor to 
display the proportion of the amount to be paid out). Marnell also discloses video 
content comprising artwork representative of a theme of game played (col. 4: 10-29, 
wherein the game of poker is played and the artwork related to poker such as cards, are 
displayed on the display). 

However, Marnell is silent on the automatic reconfiguration happening in 
response to a trigger and also regarding third display devices. Giobbi teaches a gaming 
system in which video content is capable of being reconfigured in response to various 
triggers such as time, play frequency (0050), wagered amount (0041 & 0050) etc. 
Giobbi discloses a primary screen/display displaying a game being played by a player 
and an additional screen/display displaying a secondary game play features (0043) or 
any additional gaming information related to the play of the game (i.e. pay tables, 
winning payouts etc.). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to provide the feature of automatically reconfiguring 
the video content in response to a trigger as cited above as taught by Giobbi into the 
Marnell type system in order to provide automatic operation of reconfiguring display of 
subsequent gaming sessions, to allow to change the game/theme of the current game 
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to a brand new game without having to replace the machine, thus reducing cost for the 
gambling facility. 

Claims 31-34 and 39-42: Marnell discloses a stand-alone gaming machine (col. 
9:42-48), which includes multiple displays/screens displaying video content for a game 
of chance (col. 4: 17-29), as well as a display for displaying the jackpot or potential 
winning payout (figure 3, element 49b, which is a display connected to the processor to 
display the proportion of the amount to be paid out). Marnell also discloses video 
content comprising artwork representative of a theme of game played (col. 4: 10-29, 
wherein the game of poker is played and the artwork related to poker such as cards, are 
displayed on the display). 

However, Marnell is silent on the automatic reconfiguration happening in 
response to a trigger. Giobbi teaches a gaming system in which video content is 
capable of being reconfigured in response to various triggers such as time, play 
frequency (0050), wagered amount (0041 & 0050) etc. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the feature 
of automatically reconfiguring the video content in response to a trigger as cited above 
as taught by Giobbi into the Marnell type system in order to provide automatic operation 
of subsequent gaming sessions, which would attract more players and enable use of 
the system without having to rely on some type of network communication interface, as 
well as to allow to change the game/theme of the current game to a brand new game 
without having to replace the machine, thus reducing cost for the gambling facility. 
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Claims 35-37 and 43-45: Giobbi discloses allowing casino operators and/or the 
players to reconfigure screen that display video content of game of chance (0050-0052). 
Giobbi further discloses a processor running the game and further discloses using local 
stored video content to provide reconfiguration to screens that display video content 
(0057). Giobbi also discloses a networked/centralized gaming system wherein the 
gaming system contains plurality of screens that display plurality of different games of 
chance (0009), with reconfiguring the machine in response to a reconfiguration 
command received from a remote location (title & 0001 & 0040). 

Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments filed 7/1 1/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

The applicant argues that neither Marnell nor Giobbi discloses multiple display 
devices. The examiner respectfully disagrees with the applicant. Giobbi teaches of 
multiple display terminals, wherein the display terminals display the games of chance 
(0019, 0020, figure 1, element 12a-12n, wherein for this instant application the value for 
n = 3, which would enable Giobbi to disclose 3 display devices as taught in the rejection 
above). 

In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the 
references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention 
where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the 
references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988) and In re 
Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, Marnell 
reference teaches of an electronic gaming apparatus and Giobbi teaches of a 
centralized gaming system with modifiable displays. In this case the combination of 
references would teach (1) a gaming machine containing plurality of different games of 
chance within the machine and (2) a gaming machine connected to a network, and (3) a 
gaming system with multiple displays (0019, 0020), in which video content is capable of 
being reconfigured in response to various triggers such as time, play frequency (0050), 
wagered amount (0041 & 0050) etc., and all of the limitations regarding the gaming 
machine disclosed within the applicant's claims. Therefore it would be obvious to one 
with ordinary skill in the art to combine the references to create a game disclosed by the 
claimed invention to incorporate an automatically reconfiguring the video content in 
response to a trigger event as taught by Giobbi into Marnell type system in order to 
provide automatic operation of reconfiguring displays of subsequent gaming, to attract 
more players. 

Consequently, for the reasons provided above the rejection is maintained. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sunit Pandya whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2823. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F: 7:30 am - 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert OLSZEWSKI can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone 



Application/Control Number: 09/967,283 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 3714 

number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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